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your monthly exploration of new music 


14 Bites 


Motorbass House removals Michael Prime The secret sound of plants 
J Majik Techstep tearaway Label lore: CIMP 


18 DJ Vadim 


r is expanding the vocabulary of instrumental HipHop with a manifesto that 


draws on the influence of musique concrete and the Biblical prophets. By Chris Sharpe 

20 Roy Montgomery 


is lifting lo-fi minimalism to new heights of ecstasy and 



22 Pascal Comelade 



24 Myra Melford 

this New York pianist is cutting a swathe through the city’s post-jazz avant garde. By Steve Holtje 

26 Can 

Rob Young travels to Cologne, and the legendary Inner Space studio, for an extended interview wi 
four members of the most influential Krautrock group of all 

32 Oscillators in Outer Space 


In a quest to uncover the secret history of film music, Philip Brophy hails the erotic combination of cheesy 
electronics and B-movie sci-fi in Forbidden Planet, The Day The Earth Stood Still and Barbarella 


34 Bandulu 


i trio are refining the links between 




Jamaican dub, Detroit Techno and UK breakbeat science. By Mike Shallcross 

38 Invisible Jukebox: Jah Wobble 

Everyone's favourite cockney bassist tries to identify tracks by Trie O'Jays, Arvo Part, Don Cherry, Leftfield. 
Sly & Robbie and more. Tested by Mike Barnes 

42 Global Ear: Addis Ababa 

lain Scott witnesses the chaotic homecoming of the great Ethiopian singer, Aster Aweke 

44 Rammellzee 

Graffiti-encrusted culture-bombs, linguistic tank battles, Medieval vocoders, and one of the greatest HipHop 
jams on wax: just some of the weaponry unleashed by rap’s legendary mech-warrior. By Peter Shapiro 


48 Chris Cutler 

Once described as the most argumentative rock musician in the world, the ex-Henry Cow drummer now 
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55 Soundcheck April's selected albums and 12's, including new releases from John Cage, Cluster, Tony 
Conrad, Carl Craig, Dead C, DJ Cam, Pierre Henry, The Herbaliser, Jack Kerouac, Meredith Monk, Nicolette, Thione 
Seek, Link Wray, John Zorn and more 72 Multimedia Project DARK: reinventing the 7" single 74 Print 
Run New music books: Ecstasy culture, Acid House, Progressive rock, Henry Rollins, the Dream Machine 


4 Editorial 6 Letters 8 Soundings April's selected live events and club spaces 54 Charts 


71 Freefall 80 Back Issues 81 Subscribe State Of The Urion CO 82DavidToop 
































































soundings 


Selected highlights of the month’s live events, 
happenings, club spaces and broadcasts 
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JMajik 

Techstep tearaway 


label lore 



Run by CINP Ltd. Produced by Robert D Rusch 
Roster includes Evan Parker, Barry Guy, Paul 
Lytton, frank Lowe, Billy Bang, Herb 
Robertson, Vinny Golia, Luther Thorn®, Sonny 
Simmons, Joe McPhee, Roswell Rudd, Paul 

‘on The spirit of 60s free jazz mingling 



in-depth listenings. CIMP CDs are digitally 
recorded live to two tracks, capturing the true 
sound of the music and the group with a 
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In 1971 four inusicians entered 
turned it into, one of the mostjec 
music they made there over ftxe 
Rob Young journeys to Inner Sr 










Micky Karoli next, striding round the studio, plucking notes on the bass guitar that was 
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In the first of a series of articles on the secret history of film music, Philip 
electronic music and B-movie sci-fi in Forbidden Planet, Barbarella and The 












roots revival 

science, Bandulu aie machine-age minimaiists with a human touch. Interview by Mike Shallcross 






























Jah Wobble 


Ttested by Mike Barnes 


invisible 


Every month we play a musician a series of records 
which they're asked to identify and comment on — 
with no prior knowledge of what they're about ta&ear. 
This month it's the turn of... 
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PROGRESSIVE ROCK has received a 
bad press since its demise in the 
late 1970s. Drawing on an 
encyclopaedic knowledge of the 
music, a wide-ranging view of the 
social and cultural background 
and extensive interviews, Paul 
Stump reassesses progressive rock. 
This is an entertaining, informed and 
challenging study of a key moment 
in the history of popular music. 
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Addis Ababa 


A survey of sounds from around the planet. This month... 
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Rammellzee is HipHop's mech-warrior, waging covert war on cultural racism with the 
aid of a bizarre personal mythology that includes graffiti paint-bombs, linguistic tank 
battles and 14th century vocoders. Confused? That’s the idea. Story by Peter Shapiro 
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Once described as the most argumentative rock musician in the world, Chris Cutler’s position 
as head of the ReR Megacorp label now places him at the centre of a global network of radical 
musical activity Mike Barnes speaks to him about his years as a member of Henry Cow; and a 
life spent in opposition rock 
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U Richard Branson always wanted to be rich and famous, 
and his various enterprises were stepping stones. I don’t 
want to run an airline. I don’t want to be in that position JJ 




























For the neophyte, the ReR Megacorp catalogue can be a disorientating maze of unfathomable 
hybrids and hellish obscurities. Edwin Pouncey directs you to ten of the label’s best 








Playlists from the outer limits of planet sound 
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Mm M Louise Gray meets Project DARK, reinventors of the 7 ’' single 
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Psychedelic/Trips 60s~90i 
We have Free catalogue. 
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One minute wonders 

Our April offer: get a FREE State Of The Union CD plus a year's supply of The Wire for just £30 
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The fragmented life of a time-travelling music columnist 
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